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Question: How far might the community go in redeeming captives? 

1) Babylonian Talmud, Bava Batra, 8a/b 

( דָקָה אַיַתְמֵי דְבֵי בַר מָרִיון. אֲמַר לֵיה אַבָיֵי, וְהָתָנֵי רַב שְמואֵל בַר יְהודָה: אֵין פוסְקִין צְדָקָה עַלה רְמָא צְ בָ רַ   

אֲפִילו לְפִדְיון שְבויִם! אֲמַר לֵיה: אֲנָא לְאַחְשובִינְהו קָא עָבֵידְנָא –הַיְתומִים  . 

( מַלְכָא, שַדַרָה אַרְנְקָא דְדִינָרֵי לְקַמֵיה דְרַב יוסֵף, אֲמַרָה: לֶיהֱוֵי לְמִצְוָה רַבָה אִיפְרָא הורְמִיז, אִימֵיה דְשַבור  . 

ין יָתֵיב רַב יוסֵף וְקָא מְעַיֵין בַה, מַאי ״מִצְוָה רַבָה״? אֲמַר לֵיה אַבָיֵי: מִדְתָנֵי רַב שְמואֵל בַר יְהודָה: אֵין פוסְקִ   

פִדְיון שְבויִם, שְמַע מִינַה פִדְיון שְבויִם מִצְוָה רַבָה הִיאצְדָקָה עַל הַיְתומִים אֲפִילו לְ  . 

א הָא מִילְתָא דַאֲמור רַבָנַן דְפִדְיון שְבויִם מִצְוָה רַבָה הִיא? אֲמַר לֵיה  ,אֲמַר לֵיה רָבָא לְרַבָה בַר מָרִי: מְנַָ

לַמָוֶת, וַאֲשֶר לַחֶרֶב –דִכְתִיב: ״וְהָיָה כִי יאֹמְרו אֵלֶי� אָנָה נֵצֵא, וְאָמַרְתָ אֲלֵיהֶם כֹה אָמַר ה׳, אֲשֶר לַמָוֶת   – 

לַשֶבִי״. וְאָמַר רַבִי יוחָנָן: כל הַמְאוחָר בְפָסוק זֶה קָשֶה מֵחֲבֵירו  –לָרָעָב, וַאֲשֶר לַשְבִי  –לַחֶרֶב, וַאֲשֶר לָרָעָב  . 

 Rabba imposed charity on the orphans of the house of bar Maryon. Abaye said to him: But 

didn’t Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda teach: One does not impose a charity on orphans even for the 

sake of redeeming captives, [since they are minors]!? Rabba said to him: I did this to elevate their 

status. 

 Ifera Hurmiz, the mother of King Shapur (Persia) sent a purse full of dinars to Rav Yosef. She 

said to him: Let [the money be used] for a great mitzvah. Rav Yosef sat and considered: What 

great mitzvah? Abaye said to him: From what Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda taught, that one does not 

impose a charity obligation on orphans even for the sake of redeeming captives, learn from this 

that redeeming captives is a great mitzvah. 

 Rava said to Rabba bar Mari: This matter that the Sages stated that redeeming captives is a 

great mitzva, from where is it derived? Rabba bar Mari said to him: As it is written: “And it shall 

come to pass, when they say to you: To where shall we depart? Then you shall tell them: So says 

the Lord: Such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such 

as are for famine, to famine; and such as are for captivity, to captivity” (Jeremiah 15:2). And Rabbi 

Yoḥanan says: Whichever is written later in this verse is more severe than the one before it. 
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2) Babylonian Talmud, Bava Batra 3b  

( לְהואֲמַר לֵיה רָבִינָא לְרַב אָשֵי: גְבו זוזֵי ומַחֲתִי, מַאי? אֲמַר לֵיה: דִילְמָא מִיתְרְמֵי לְהו פִדְיון שְבויִים, וְיָהֲבִי  שְרִיגִי  .
זַבְנִי וְיָהֲבִי לְהו , ומַחֲתִי כְשורֵי, מַאי? אֲמַר לֵיה: זִמְנִין דְמִתְרְמֵי לְהו פִדְיון שְבויִים, מְ לִיבְנֵי, וְהָדְרִי הודְרֵי אִי הָכִי,  .

 .אֲפִילו בָנו נָמֵי! אֲמַר לֵיה: דִירְתֵיה דְאִינָשֵי לָא מְזַבְנִי

 

 Ravina said to Rav Ashi: What if money [for the construction of a new synagogue] has already been 
collected and it rests for that purpose? [Can we knock the old one down yet?] Rav Ashi said to him: Even 
if the money has been collected, there is still concern that perhaps an opportunity for redeeming captives 
will present itself, and they will hand over the money, thus no synagogue will be present whatsoever. (i.e., 
don't knock it down yet...) 

 Ravina continues: What is the halakha if the bricks to be used for the construction of the new synagogue 
are piled up, the boards are prepared, and the beams are ready? [Can we knock the old one down yet?] Rav 
Ashi said to him: Sometimes an opportunity for redeeming captives will present itself, and they will sell 
the building materials and hand over the proceeds for this purpose. c) Ravina challenges: If so, even in a 
case where they already built the synagogue there should be a concern that they might come to sell the 
structure for that purpose, and therefore one should never be permitted to destroy an old synagogue. Rav 
Ashi said to him: People do not sell their residences, and certainly not their synagogues. 

 

 

6) Proverbs 24:11-12  

רֶג אִם הֶ֗ וֶת ומָטִ֥ים לַ֝ ים לַמָ֑ צֵל לְקֻחִ֣ י תַחְשֽו�׃–הַ֭ א –כִֽ ֹֽ ר הֵן֮ ל לאֹ–תאֹמַ֗ ה הֲֽ כ֤ןֵ לִב֨ות׀ הֽוא –יָדַעְנ֫ו זֶ֥ ע –תֹ֘ פְשְך,ָ ה֣וא יֵדָ֑ ין וְנֹצ֣רֵ נַ֭ יָבִ֗
ם כְפעֳלֽו׃  (11 וְהֵשִ֖יב לְאָדָ֣

 If you refrained from rescuing those taken off to death, Those condemned to slaughter— 1If you say, “We 
knew nothing of it,” Surely God who fathoms hearts will discern [the truth], God who watches over your life 
will know it, And God will pay each person as they deserves 

Conclusion:  

1.Redeeming captives is a communal obligation 

2.Redeeming captives takes precedence over other ways the community supports those in great need 

3.There was an understanding of how far a community might go to redeem captives because it is viewed as 
the greatest obligation 


