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Prayer for Our Siblings in the Rabbanut Yisraeli’
Rabbi Annie Lewis
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Like Ruth and Naomi
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We are crying with you

We are singing with you

We are praying with you and for you.
Your God is our God

You are our people.

And we are yours.
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Like David and Jonathan
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Our love is deep
And-
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Our love is holy, our love is infinite, our love is forever

'nar PR Ind

Like Yisrael and Binyamin
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Our lives are inextricable from yours
We are with you, at your right hand.
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We will come forward with you,
We will stay close.
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We are with you as you walk through the valley of the shadow of death
We are with you

Our rabbi siblings

as you are Melavim

As you visit the wounded and tend to the heartsick
As you you bury the dead

As you comfort the mourners

An entire nation of mourners

As you sit with those whose children,

whose parents have been taken captive 'fawa

We say their names with you

We pray for them to be brought home.
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We are with you
In your thirst for life
as you find ways to bring joy to brides and to grooms
As you bring those who have been displaced into your homes
As you accompany n'ii'zn them from your homes
As you go in and out of the Miklat
As you welcome babies
As you take care of your children
As you support the soldiers - who are your family, your friends
As you teach the Torah of healing, of justice,
Of compassion, democracy and peace,
Of life and more life.
As you try to remember to eat and sleep and breathe
And choose life
From moment to moment.
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We are with you

We are one heart

One body

One lIsrael

We are here

We are not going anywhere

May our love find you wherever you are.

May the Source of Love and Life be with us all-
May you know: You are never alone.
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Our first Hartman summer, there was a Melaveh Malkah on a Rooftop in Baka. My partner, Yosef, was leading with Boaz and
Shani from the Niggun Ensemble. Our daughter, Zohar was four, our son Shir was not quite one. The kids started melting down
halfway through the concert and I had to get them home, but the music was still going.
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Shira Levine saw us. She carried a stroller with me down five flights of stairs and made sure the kids were buckled in and
bundled up.
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1 thanked her profusely.
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She said:
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You are in Israel. You are never alone.
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I will never forget this.
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And today, this is our prayer and our promise to you, our Israeli brothers and sisters—
That you will know that you are not alone.
We are with you, always.




